
English I Honors Summer Assignment 
 
Summer Assignment Checklist: 

▢ I have read ALL instructions for completing my summer assignment (if I have questions, I will email Mrs. Moore). 

▢ Submit Part 1 online (BEFORE I read Animal Farm) and kept my handwritten copy for my first days of school. 

▢ While I read Animal Farm, I am choosing 5 quotes and filling out the quote notes sheet (handwritten copy). 

▢ I have chosen ONE of the following to read: Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie, Killing Mr. Griffin, or The Truth About Forever  

▢ While I read my choice novel, I am choosing 10 quotes and filling out the quote notes sheet (handwritten copy). 

▢ I have finished reading BOTH books and have completed all the quote notes sheets. 

▢ Submit Part II online BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (book quotes for both Animal Farm and choice book)  keeping 

handwritten copies for myself. 

▢ I have studied and know the 5 elements of an argument (QUIZ will be on the 1st day of school). 

▢ I am prepared for a QUIZ on the first day of school on my choice book. 

▢ I am prepared for a TEST over Animal Farm within the first few days of school. 

▢ I am ready and prepared to work in a group with my classmates to complete a research project using Animal Farm  

      (completed during the first few weeks of school). 

*** If you have any questions about the summer assignment, please email Mrs. Moore: 

tracyb.moore@boone.kyschools.us with Summer Assignment in the subject line.  

mailto:tracyb.moore@boone.kyschools.us


 

1. Complete the Animal Farm pre-reading questions and submit your answers online via the following google form:  

https://goo.gl/forms/k0LxjAITKQwhv8mw2  

(detailed instructions and information for pre-reading questions are included on pages 3-7).  

2. Read Animal Farm 

3. Read ONE of the following novels: 

● Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie, by David Lubar. Scott Hudson begins his freshman year of high school as a source of income to Wesley, 

the school shakedown artist. The girl he's known since kindergarten has blossomed into a goddess, but doesn't seem to know he's alive. 

He gets roped into writing the sports column for the school newspaper, even though he's not an athlete. On top of everything else, his 

mom is pregnant. As Scott maneuvers through a number of serious situations—bullying, a suicidal classmate, school dances—he still 

manages to be upbeat and true to himself. Overloaded with extracurricular activities and honors homework, he begins a journal filled 

with lists and tips for his expected sibling on how to survive freshman year. As the school year and his mom's pregnancy progress, Scott 

begins to find his niche at school in David Lubar's laugh-out-loud novel (Review from School Library Journal) 

● Killing Mr. Griffin, by Lois Duncan. The plan was only to scare their English teacher...They never actually intended to kill Mr. Griffin. But 

sometimes plans go wrong. 

● The Truth About Forever, by Sarah Dessen. Macy's summer stretches before her, carefully planned and outlined. She will spend her days 

sitting at the library information desk. She will spend her evenings studying for the SATs. Spare time will be used to help her obsessive 

mother prepare for the big opening of the townhouse section of her luxury development. But Macy's plans don't anticipate a surprising 

and chaotic job with Wish Catering, a motley crew of new friends, or…Wes. Tattooed, artistic, anything-but-expected Wes. he doesn't fit 

Macy's life at all—so why does she feel so comfortable with him? So…happy? What is it about him that makes her let down her guard 

and finally talk about how much she misses her father, who died before her eyes the year before? (Review from Amazon) 

4. Complete the quote notes sheets for BOTH Animal Farm AND your choice book. Instructions and graphic organizers are in this document 

(pages 8-11). You find and write quotes down as you read. You MUST submit your final selected quotations and explanations online via the 

following google form (English I Honors Quote Sheet): https://goo.gl/forms/F1KfP79S7AWVaT7Y2  

5. Learn the five elements of an argument before the first day of school (see page 12). 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/k0LxjAITKQwhv8mw2
https://goo.gl/forms/F1KfP79S7AWVaT7Y2


 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

● PRE-READING QUESTIONS AND QUOTE NOTES SHEETS MUST BE SUBMITTED ONLINE BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

● YOU WILL HAVE A QUIZ OVER BOTH YOUR CHOICE NOVEL AND THE FIVE ELEMENTS ON THE FIRST DAY! 

● YOU WILL HAVE A TEST OVER ANIMAL FARM WITHIN THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF SCHOOL! 

● YOU WILL BE COMPLETING A GROUP RESEARCH PROJECT USING ANIMAL FARM DURING THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF SCHOOL! 

Animal Farm Summer Assignment Submission (Part 1) - Pre-Reading Questions  

Please answer all of the following questions, including all character descriptions, on your own paper first.  You will keep the 

handwritten copy for class.  When complete, enter your answers into the online form to submit them BEFORE you read the 

book. 

·        In what year was Animal Farm published? 

·        Why did George Orwell write Animal Farm? 

·        Putting the definition in your own words, please define each of the following: 

o   What is a fable? 

o   What is an allegory? 

o   What is a utopian society? 

o   What is a dystopian society? 

o   What is democracy? 

o   What is capitalism? 

o   What is fascism? 

o   What is socialism? 

o   What is communism? 

·        How do socialism and communism differ? Explain. 



 

Character Trait Analysis 

Using ONLY the character traits and descriptions on the following pages, for each of the animals please briefly describe 

EACH character putting the description in YOUR OWN WORDS. 

Animal Farm Character Traits 

Mankind 

● Mr. Jones 

● Mr. Jones, the owner of Manor Farm, once a strict and fierce master gets the animals thinking about revolution when he gets drunk and 

is unable to perform all of the chores around the farm. In recent years he has become drunk, careless, and ineffective, though he 

remains as casually cruel and arrogant as ever. When, in his drunkenness, he stays overnight away from the farm, and neither he nor his 

men feed the farm animals, the animals revolt and chase the humans out of the farm. Jones tries to retake the farm but is unsuccessful. 

He vanishes "to another part of the country" and dies there in "an inebriates' home." 

● Mr. Frederick 

● Mr. Frederick is a neighbor of Mr. Jones who runs the farm called Pinchfield. He is a vicious, cruel, and calculating man. His farm is better 

run than Pilkington's, but he is always involved in lawsuits. Frederick is treacherous, and after signing an agreement with Napoleon he 

attacks Animal Farm, destroying the animals' windmill. 

● Mr. Pilkington 

● Mr. Pilkington is a neighbor of Mr. Jones who runs the farm called Foxwood. His farm is overgrown with woodland, for he enjoys hunting 

and fishing over farming. 

● Mr. Whymper 

● An attorney, Mr. Whymper handles negotiations between the pigs and the outside world. He is an intermediary who is only too happy 

to do what is expedient without thinking about whether it is right. 

 

 



Pigs 

● Napoleon 

● A "large, rather fierce-looking Berkshire boar," Napoleon becomes the leader of the animals after Snowball is chased off the farm. He, 

Snowball, and Squealer are the ones who organize the thoughts proclaimed by Old Major into the principles of Animalism. Soon after 

the revolt of the animals, Napoleon takes nine puppies from their mothers to "educate" them. The puppies end up being his personal 

bodyguards and secret police force. He grows increasingly removed from the other animals, dining alone and being addressed as "our 

Leader, Comrade Napoleon." Napoleon negotiates with one of Jones's neighbors, Mr. Pilkington, while making a secret agreement with 

Mr. Frederick, another one of Jones's neighbors. After Napoleon chases his former friend Snowball off the farm, he has countless 

animals killed who confess to being Snowball's allies. Near the end of the novel, he stands on two legs, just like the men he had 

previously denounced, and announces that Animal Farm's name will revert back to Manor Farm. Napoleon is cowardly, shrewd, 

calculating, and selfish. While he fully supports the revolution against Mr. Jones, he cares more about his own power than he does 

about the ideals of the revolution. His selfishness leads him to build a totalitarian government based on terror and lies that gives him 

more power over the other animals than Mr. Jones ever had. Napoleon seems to embody the idea that with power comes corruption. 

● Old Major 

● A "prize Middle White boar," Old Major calls the animals together in the novel's opening scene to explain to them his vision of a world 

ruled by animals. As a prize boar, Old Major has lived a relatively privileged life among the animals. This privileged life has given him the 

time to think about and understand fully the ways that humans exploit and enslave animals. Although quite old for a pig, he is described 

as "still a majestic-looking pig." He concludes his speech by teaching of the animals the song, Beasts of England. It becomes the rallying 

cry of the Rebellion. Three nights after the meeting he dies in his sleep before the revolution occurs. 

● Snowball 

● A "young boar" who, with Napoleon and Squealer, helps to codify Old Major's ideas into the commandments of Animalism. Orwell 

describes him as "quicker in speech and more inventive" than Napoleon. Snowball is a more lively, original, and intelligent pig than 

Napoleon, but he is less shrewd in the ways of power. Snowball values the ideals of the revolution more than Napoleon does, though at 

times Snowball does seem willing to sacrifice the principle of animal equality for his own personal comfort. He is the one who organizes 

the animals into various committees: "the Egg Production Committee for the hens, the Clean Tails League for the cows … the Whiter 

Wool Movement for the sheep, and various others…." He also plans the defense of the farm against the humans which proves useful 

when Jones and his friends try to retake the farm. Snowball shows his expert use of military strategy during the attack—which becomes 

known as the Battle of the Cowshed—and is later awarded a medal. Snowball also comes up with the idea of building a windmill to 

produce electricity. In the end, despite Snowball's bravery in supporting the revolution, his political naiveté is no match for Napoleon's 



cunning. Snowball is eventually run off the farm by Napoleon. After he is gone, Napoleon uses him as a scapegoat, blaming him for 

everything that goes wrong on the farm. The animals confess to scheming in various ways with Snowball for the downfall of the other 

pigs. Whoever confesses is slaughtered. 

● Squealer 

● "A small, fat pig" known for being a smooth talker, Squealer reportedly "could turn black into white." Squealer is a terrific speaker who 

prioritizes his personal comfort above all else. Whenever the pigs violate the tenets of Animalism, Squealer persuades the other animals 

that the pigs are actually acting in everyone's best interest. Squealer has an explanation for everything, including why the pigs need to 

drink the milk the cows produce, why the commandments of Animalism seem different, and why the "ambulance" called to take Boxer 

to the hospital has a sign for a horse slaughterer on its side. By the story's end, he is so fat that his eyes are mere slits. Always on the 

lookout for a new slogan, he teaches the sheep a new song to explain why the pigs are suddenly walking on their hind legs. Like any 

good propaganda boss, he is able to not only explain the present, he is also an expert at rewriting the past. He makes the animals 

believe, for example, that Snowball never had received the order of "Animal Hero, First Class." 

● Minimus 

● A pig who writes propaganda poems and songs praising Napoleon and Animal Farm. Described only as "a poet," Minimus composes a 

poem in honor of Napoleon, and a patriotic song that replaces Beasts of England. 

Horses 

● Boxer 

● One of the two cart-horses on the farm, Boxer's biggest triumph is his work on the windmill. Strong and hardworking, Boxer is extremely 

honorable, though not so intelligent. Boxer believes deeply in the revolution, so much so that he thinks the Animal Farm leader, who 

also leads the revolution, must be virtuous and wise. Despite his strength, he is sensitive to the feelings of others. During the Battle of 

the Cowshed, when he accidentally stuns a stable-boy with blows from his hoofs, he is remorseful: "I have no wish to take life, not even 

human life." Boxer has such blind faith in Napoleon that he refuses to question anything the pig says, reasoning, "If Comrade Napoleon 

says it, it must be right." He constantly repeats the slogans: "I will work harder" and "Napoleon is always right." Boxer has the strength 

to overthrow Napoleon's dictatorship, but not the wit to realize that it is a dictatorship. Boxer devotes all his strength to supporting 

Napoleon, yet when that strength finally fails him, Napoleon betrays him. In the end, once Boxer's health fails and he is no longer able to 

work, Napoleon sends him to the horse slaughterer. 

● Clover 

● A "stout, motherly mare," Clover is one of the two cart-horses on the farm, and one of Boxer's closest friends. She supports the 

revolution, but becomes dismayed by the direction it takes under Napoleon. Yet she has neither the will nor the personality to resist the 



pigs. She becomes a witness to the corruption of the revolution as it turns into a totalitarian state, though she only vaguely understands 

that something has gone wrong. She tries to lead the other animals to see events as they really are but is often frustrated in her 

attempts. She questions the change in the fourth commandment of Animalism, yet she accepts Squealer's explanation of why it seems 

different. When Benjamin sounds the alarm that Boxer is being taken to the horse slaughterer, Clover runs after the van but is unable to 

stop it. 

● Mollie 

● A vain white mare whose main concerns when Old Major calls for a Rebellion are having sugar lumps to chew and ribbons for her mane. 

Mollie never much cares about the revolution. She abandons Animal Farm and puts herself into service for another human well before 

totalitarianism even takes hold on the farm. 

Other Animals 

● Benjamin 

● Benjamin, a donkey, is "the oldest animal on the farm, and the worst tempered." Guided by a skeptical philosophy that life will always 

be difficult and painful, Benjamin is not surprised when the pigs corrupt the revolution and transform Animal Farm into a totalitarian 

state. Though Benjamin's skepticism proves to be correct, it also makes him powerless. Alone among the other animals, Benjamin seems 

to understand what's going on, but he does nothing to stop it. He is a sad cynic who believes that whatever the animals do, conditions 

on the farm will remain equally as bad. Although he usually refuses to read, he is the one who reads the side of the truck that comes to 

take Boxer away and realizes it belongs to the horse slaughterer. Benjamin is moved to action, but he is too late to save his friend. 

● Moses 

● A tame raven who belongs to Mr. Jones. He is tolerated by the pigs because he takes the animals' minds off their troubles by preaching 

to them about a happy land called the Sugarcandy Mountain where all animals go when they die. 

● Muriel 

● A white goat (named after an actual animal that Orwell kept at his farm), one of the few animals other than the pigs and dogs who 

becomes fully literate. Muriel reads better than most of the other animals and is called on to read the Commandments for them. 

● The Sheep 

● The sheep function as a group and, therefore, have no individual names. They are taught to bleat the latest slogan for hours at a time: 

first, "four legs good, two legs bad, and “later,” four legs good, and two legs better." They are dumb animals who believe whatever 

propaganda is told to them and follow orders without knowing what they are saying or doing. 

● The Dogs 



● Jessie, Bluebell, Pincher, and the nine attack dogs provide the pigs with the brute force necessary to terrorize the other animals. In 

return, the dogs receive special privileges. The dogs don't rule, but they live comfortably.  

 

Summer Assignment Submission (Part II) - Book Quotes  

Use this document (graphic organizers on the following pages) to find and write quotes down as you read.  

Keep this graphic organizer for your first days of school.  You MUST submit your selected quotations online 

in the form BEFORE the first day of school. 

 

Directions: You will be choosing quotes from BOTH Animal Farm and your choice book. Read the text carefully. As you read, 

you will be choosing 5 quotes from Animal Farm and 10 quotes from your choice book that seem significant, powerful, 

thought provoking or puzzling.  

 

For example, you might record: 

● Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 

● Structural shifts or turns in the plot 

● A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 

● Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs 

● Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 

● Events you find surprising or confusing 

● Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 

 

Other information to think about: 

● “Always put quotation marks around what you copy from a book. Then place the author and page number in parenthesis after 

the quote.” Example: (Orwell, 34) 

● What you quote does not need to be dialogue (something a character says). 

● Do not let the length of a quotation keep you from selecting it. The important thing is that the quotation makes you think. 

● When you write the quotation down, be sure you include enough surrounding context so that you can remember its importance.  



  



 

 Animal Farm 

 Quote Page Number Who said it? 

Context:  
Why was it said?/ Why is it 

important? 

1 

    

2 

    

3 

    

4 

    



5 

    

 

Choice Book: Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie, The Truth About Forever, or Killing Mr. Griffin 

 Quote Page Number Who said it? 

Context:  
Why was it said?/ Why is it 

important? 

1 

    

2 

    

3 

    



4 

    

5 

    

 

 Quote Page Number Who said it? 

Context:  
Why was it said?/ Why is it 

important? 

6 

    

7 

    



8 

    

9 

    

10 

    

 

Five Elements of an Argument 

 
● The hook, which is an opening that grabs the reader’s attention and establishes a connection 

between the reader and the writer. 

 



● The claim, which is a clear and straightforward statement of the writer’s belief and what is 

being argued. 

 

● Concessions and refutations, which are restatements of arguments made by the other side 

(concessions) and the writer’s arguments against those opposing viewpoints (refutations) 

and why the writer’s arguments are more valid. 

 

● Support, which is the reasoning behind the argument. Support can include evidence as well 

as logical and emotional appeals (logos and pathos). It may also anticipate objections and 

provide reasoning to overcome those objections. 

 

● Summary/Call to action, which is a closing statement with a final plea for action. 


